RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
those other benefactors, an unnumbered multitude who by achievements in literature, science, philosophy and the arts, or by patient continuance in well-doing have brought honour to the House and good report, and more especially those six hundred fallen in war whose names are written on these walls. For it is meet that we should have these also in remembrance, celebrating them in our praises and having them in honour at such times as these.*'
About 16,000 Cambridge men served in the war : of these 2652 were killed, 3460 wounded and 497 reported as missing or prisoners ; 12 obtained the Victoria Cross, 899 the D.S.O. and 5036 were mentioned in dispatches.
Things were at the worst in the academical year 1917-18. Only 281 students matriculated ; the number of men students had fallen to a fraction of the normal value, and since the greater part of the income of the University comes from fees, the financial position was very serious. The Council of the Senate met throughout the war but dealt, with one exception, only with necessary routine business. It would evidently have been very unfair to bring forward any contentious business, involving as it would voting in the Senate House, when the majority of the younger members were away on military service and unable to register their vote. There was, however, one question on which there might be a difference of opinion which it was necessary to settle before the war ended, and that was for how many terms should the men who had been at the Front be required to reside, after their return to Cambridge, to qualify them for a degree. It was evident that it was only fair that they should not be required to reside as long as those who had not been away on service, and that whether they returned to Cambridge or not would depend on the amount of the reduction. The first proposal 232